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BACKGROUND
Name - Paul and Saul!
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Appearance - Weak
(1 Cor. 3:2/2 Cor. 5)

Fam. Hist. - Acts  21:39
22:3
22:25
16:35ff
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Tarsus
-Antony/Cleopatra

-Intellectual Power
(See 1 Cor. 2:1-5)

-500 Drachmae for 
citizenship

-Role of Caesar 
Augustus

-Roman naval base

-A sports town
Tarsians were famous for an ability to 

“instantly speak off hand and unceasingly 

on any given subject” - Strabo
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Tarsian citizenship

- Costly

-Value was community 
leadership

-Paul was not from 
exclusivist Jews
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Roman 
citizenship

- When? Pre-1AD

-Caesar Augustus

*

*

(Suetonius)

-Uniqueness of
Tarsus
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The importance of social status

1. Were you slave or free?

2. Did you possess any 
citizenship?

3. Did you have a position 
in a “Roman household”?

Roman citizens 
had all three!

But also clear differences 
in classes of citizens

Go back to Acts 16:35; 22:25; 
25:12
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Sanhedrin

Was Paul a member?

(Acts 26:1-11) 

Implications for age
and for marriage

(Acts 22:4-5) 
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Criminal Law and “mens rea”
- “Guilty mind”

- Exm. Of rat poison

Did Paul really?

When? Why?

YES!

mid-30’s

Acts 7-8

“zeal for the 
law”

I’ve got to know more…

TO DO:

• Stoning of Stephen
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Make our choices for God

Points for home


