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Hardships often
prepare ordinary
people for an
extraordinary destiny
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Hardshi o often Well it seems with you, there is

: something new every time |
r
prepare Ordmary turn around. Oh | never really

people for an know quite what to expect, but
extraordinary destiny it won’t keep me down.
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Hardshi o often ‘Cause | know you bring, each

: and everything, just to teach
prepdare o rdina 'y me how to live. And the secret

people for an of it all is trusting in you and the
extraordinary destiny wisdom you give.
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He put them into the inner prison and fastened their feet
in the stocks. About midnight Paul and Silas were praying
and singing hymns to God
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Ps. 96:1-6

Oh sing to the Lord a
new song; sing to the
Lord, all the earth!
Sing to the Lord, bless
his name... strength
and beauty are in his
sanctuary




































8l This was NOT Paul’s plamn
(lut nt was G@d’gﬂ)
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Acts 17:1-9 Thessalonica
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A quick (and shameful) night
time departure.




A quick (and shameful) night
time departure.

Talmud — Yoma 21a
2:17-18
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Conversions:
Berea
Athens
Corinth




Conversions: Instead:

Berea Paul writes Romans!
Athens

Corinth



















Acts 17:16ff
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Acts 17:16ff

Epicurus
(341-270BC)




* Everythingis
matter
(“materialists”)
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Everything is
matter

(“materialists”)
Reason trumps

Seek happiness

No afterlife Epicurus
The gods don’t  (341-270BC)
care
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Zeno of itium
(334-262BC)
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Zeno of Citium
(334-262BC)
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Everything is
matter
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Yy 2 Zenoofitium
e Godisthe (334-262BC)
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Hardships often
prepare ordinary
people for an
extraordinary destiny

If | could see... | would
never that doubt God
IS near
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From Thessalonica: “a mob ...
< . dragged Jason and some of the
o ’ brothers before the city
authorities” (Acts 17:5-6)
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From Thessalonica: “a mob ...
dragged Jason and some of the
brothers before the city
authorities” (Acts 17:5-6)

Lord, “Those are not my plans!”
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From Thessalonica: “a mob ...

dragged Jason and some of the
brothers before the city

authorities” (Acts 17:5-6)

= Lord ”Those are not my plansl” S

But I’d rather have yoursI
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From Berea: “These Jews were
more noble than those in
Thessalonica; they received the
word with all eagerness,
examining the Scriptures daily to
see if these things were so” (Acts
17:11)
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From Berea: “These Jews were
more noble than those in
Thessalonica; they received the
word with all eagerness,
examining the Scriptures daily to
. see if these things were so” (Acts

: 17:11)
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From Athens: “he has given
- assurance to all by raising him
from the dead” (Acts 17:31)
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From Athens: “he has given
assurance to all by raising him
from the dead” (Acts 17:31)
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Acts — Paul and the Spread of -
the Church (Part5)
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