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Frederick John Foakes-Jackson 

F. J. Foakes-Jackson 

F. J.2 

5 volumes: 

The Beginnings of Christianity 
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How key was Paul as 
a piece of the puzzle? 

Paul found the Church a small Jewish 
community with crude Messianic 

conceptions; he left it a world organization 
in which there was neither Jew nor Gentile  
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worlds: Greco-Roman and Jewish 

What did 
Paul look 

like? 

a man of middling size, and his hair was scanty, and his 
legs were a little crooked, and his knees were projecting, 

and he had large eyes and his eyebrows met, and his 
nose was somewhat long, and he was full of grace and 

mercy; at one time he seemed like a man, and at 
another time he seemed like an angel  
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What did 
Paul look 

like? 

Middling size 
Hair was scanty 

Large eyes 
His eyebrows met 

Nose somewhat long 
Full of grace and mercy 
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How good is our source? The characterisation of Paul in Acts is so detailed and 
individualised as to prove the author’s personal 
acquaintance.  Moreover, the Paul of Acts is the Paul that 
appears to us in his own letters, in his ways and his 
thoughts, in his educated tone of polished courtesy, in 
his quick and vehement temper, in the extraordinary 
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Agora of Athens, or the rhetorician in its University, or conversing 
with kings and proconsuls, or advising in the council on shipboard, 
or cheering a broken-spirited crew to make one more effort for 
life. 
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Paul had his feet firmly planted in two 
worlds: Greco-Roman and Jewish 

How good is our source? 
Acts was written by a great historian, a writer 

who set himself to record the facts as they 
occurred, a strong partisan indeed, but raised 
above partiality by his perfect confidence that 

he had only to describe the facts as they 
occurred, in order to make the truth of 

Christianity and the honor of Paul apparent. 
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The passages: 

Acts 22:27-29 
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The implications: 

Tarsus 

Paul’s language 

Paul’s citizenship 
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“Now as he went on his way, 
he approached Damascus, 
and suddenly a light from 

heaven shone around him ” 
(Acts 9:3) 

This is you and me! 
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“Do you know Greek?” 
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Look for chances to use the gifts and 

abilities God has given us for his kingdom 
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Points for 

Home 

“I decided to know nothing 
among you except Jesus 
Christ and him crucified” 

(1 Cor. 2:2) 

Can we see how this is the constant 

drumbeat to all we do? 




