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Bishop of Rome500’s
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Catholic: Church 
government is 

set up by Christ 
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Jesus: “Who do you say that I am?”
Peter: “You are the Christ, the Son of 

the living God.”
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“Blessed are you, Simon son of 
Jonah, for this was not revealed to 
you by man, but by my Father in 

heaven.”



“Blessed are 
you”

“And I tell you that you are Peter 
[PetrosPetros], and on this rock [petrapetra] I will 

build my church, and the gates of 
Hades will not over come it. I will give 

you the keys of the kingdom of 
heaven; whatever you bind on earth 

will be bound in heaven, and whatever 
you loose on earth will be loosed in 

heaven” Mt 16:13-19
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Jesus: Peter 
do you love 

me?Jesus: “Peter do you love me?”
Peter: “You know I love you.”

Jesus: “Feed my sheep.”
(3 times) Jn 21:15-17
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Jesus: When 
you turn 

back

Jesus: “Satan has asked to sift you as 
wheat. But I have prayed for you, 
Simon, that your faith may not fail. 
And when you have turned back, 

strengthen your brothers.” (Lk 22:31)
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Catholic view:Catholic view:
Peter takes Peter takes 

JesusJesus’’ governing governing 
positionposition

Protestant view:Protestant view:
Jesus uses Peter Jesus uses Peter 
to open the door to open the door 

to the churchto the church
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• Written 95-96 A.D.
• Letter rebukes and 
instructs the 
Corinthian church
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- Clement is 3d 
Bishop of Rome
- Letter shows 

authority over 
Corinthian church

Catholic view: Pope 
Clement fills the 

Petrine role

Protestant view: Protestant view: 
Letter from Rome to Letter from Rome to 
CorinthCorinth

-- Letter is from Letter is from 
church at Rome, not church at Rome, not 
ClementClement
-- Standard to write Standard to write 
other churches and other churches and 
instructinstruct
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Ignatius writes 7 
letters that give 
insight into the 

changes in 
church structure
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Paul sets up elders / Paul sets up elders / 
Bishops (Bishops (““OverseersOverseers””) ) 

in each churchin each church

Paul sets up deacons in Paul sets up deacons in 
each churcheach church

Consider changes in church 
government

1 Bishop per church

Elders under the 
bishop

Deacons under the 
bishop

Letter to the Trallians:

“Respect the bishop, who is a model of 
the Father”

Respect “the elders as God’s counsel 
and as the band of the apostles”

“Respect the deacons as Jesus Christ”
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Deacons/ 
Deaconesses

100’s
Bishop

Elders/Priests

Deacons/ 
Deaconesses

Laity / Church

- In charge of worship
- Supervised all church
- Appointed lesser   
clergy

- Preside over smaller 
parishes

- In East, Deaconesses 
cared for the women
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- Only Rome is listed
Catholic view: 

Shows Roman 
preeminence

Protestant view: A Protestant view: A 
well known / handy well known / handy 

tooltool

-- If space permitted, he If space permitted, he 
could have cited every could have cited every 
bishopbishop
-- Rome was the oldest, Rome was the oldest, 
most well known church most well known church 
in the region with clear in the region with clear 
rootsroots

- With Rome, “because 
of its superior origin, all 
churches must agree”
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- A long trip just to 
“consult”

Catholic view: 
Shows Roman 
preeminence

Protestant view: Protestant view: 
Church leaders Church leaders 

consult all the timeconsult all the time

-- ““Polycarp could not Polycarp could not 
persuade the Pope, persuade the Pope, 
nor could the Pope, nor could the Pope, 
PolycarpPolycarp
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Get the Votes!!!
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Yo yo - Over and over 
bishops asked Rome 

for opinions and 
support

Catholic view: Rome’s 
position mattered 

because of the Pope

Protestant view: All Protestant view: All 
an effort to an effort to ““Get out Get out 

the Votesthe Votes””

-- When Rome sided When Rome sided 
with the request, with the request, 

Rome was important. Rome was important. 
When Rome differed, When Rome differed, 
Rome was irrelevantRome was irrelevant
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The Church becomes legal 
and more!

The Emperor 
keeps control in 

the East

The Emperor loses 
control of the West
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Elders/Priests
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200’s
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Elders/Priests
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Deaconesses

Laity / Church
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300’s

Bishop
Elders/Priests

Deacons/ 
Deaconesses

Subdeacons, acolytes, 
exorcists, readers, janitors

Emperor 
(Pontifex
Maximus)Church government 

models Roman law 

and government
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Consider Pope Leo
• The power behind 
Chalcedon
• Controls most of Italy
• Negotiates with Attila and 
others
• Holds full authority over 
the Western churches
• Gets full authority from 
weak Emperor Valentinian III
• Uses Peter and the laws of 
inheritance
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• Bishop of Rome
• Vicar of Jesus Christ
• Successor of the 
Chief of the Apostles
• Supreme Pontiff of 
the Universal Church
• Patriarch of the West
• Primate of Italy

• Archbishop and 
Metropolitan of the 
Roman Province

• Sovereign of the State 
of Vatican City
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Points for Home

• Authority in the Church is for the Church

“Be shepherds of God's flock that is under your 
care, serving as overseers—not because you 
must, but because you are willing, as God wants 
you to be; not greedy for money, but eager to 
serve; not lording it over those entrusted to you, 
but being examples to the flock” (1 Pet. 5:2).
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Points for Home

• Church leaders should:

“Keep watch over yourselves and all the flock 
of which the Holy Spirit has made you 
overseers.  Be shepherds of the church of God, 
which he bought with his own blood” (Acts 
20:28).
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Points for Home

• Honor Church authority but remember 
the real overseer is Christ himself

“He himself bore our sins in his body on the 
tree, so that we might die to sins and live for 
righteousness; by his wounds you have been 
healed. For you were like sheep going astray, 
but now you have returned to the Shepherd and 
Overseer of your souls” (1 Pet. 2:24-25).


	CHURCH HISTORY LITERACY
	Last Week  
	Last Week  
	Last Week  
	Vatican City
	Vatican City
	List of all Popes from Peter to Benedict XVI
	List of all Popes from Peter to Benedict XVI
	List of all Popes from Peter to Benedict XVI
	What is a “pope”?
	What is a “pope”?
	What is a “pope”?
	How is the Pope a father?
	How is the Pope a father?
	How is the Pope a father?
	How is the Pope a father?
	How is the Pope a father?
	How is the Pope a father?
	Popes have two kinds of “primacy”
	Popes have two kinds of “primacy”
	Popes have two kinds of “primacy”
	Popes have two kinds of “primacy”
	Popes have two kinds of “primacy”
	A Core difference between Roman Catholics and Protestants:
	Protestants: The Church is a spiritual body
	Catholic: The Church is an organized, visible, juristic and corporate society
	Protestants: Church government is for nourishment of the congregants
	Catholic: Church government is set up by Christ with roles for people to follow
	Jesus: Who do you say?
	Jesus: Who do you say?
	“Blessed are you”
	“Blessed are you”
	Jesus: Peter do you love me?
	Jesus: Peter do you love me?
	Jesus: When you turn back
	Jesus: When you turn back
	Andrea Sacchi 1628 Rome - Getty
	Andrea Sacchi 1628 Rome - Getty
	Andrea Sacchi 1628 Rome - Getty
	Andrea Sacchi 1628 Rome - Getty
	1 Clement
	1 Clement
	1 Clement
	1 Clement
	1 Clement
	1 Clement
	1 Clement
	1 Clement
	Ignatius of Antioch
	Ignatius of Antioch
	Ignatius of Antioch
	Ignatius writes 7 letters that give insight into the changes in church structure
	Consider changes in church government
	Consider changes in church government
	Consider changes in church government
	Consider changes in church government by 110
	Consider changes in church government by 110
	Consider changes in church government by 110
	Consider changes in church government by 110
	Consider changes in church government by 110
	Consider changes in church government by 110
	Consider changes in church government by 110
	Consider changes in church government by 110
	Consider changes in church government
	Consider changes in church government
	Consider changes in church government
	Consider changes in church government
	Consider changes in church government
	Changes in church government
	Changes in church government
	Changes in church government
	Changes in church government
	Changes in church government
	Changes in church government
	Changes in church government
	Changes in church government
	Changes in church government
	Changes in church government
	Changes in church government
	Changes in church government
	Changes in church government
	Changes in church government
	Changes in church government
	Changes in church government
	Polycarp
	Polycarp
	Changes in church government
	Changes in church government
	Changes in church government
	Changes in church government
	Changes in church government
	Changes in church government
	Consider the synods
	Consider the synods
	Consider the synods
	Yo yo
	Yo yo
	Yo yo
	Yo yo
	The Church becomes legal and more!
	The Church becomes legal and more!
	The Church becomes legal and more!
	The Church becomes legal and more!
	The Church becomes legal and more!
	The Church becomes legal and more!
	Changes in church government
	Changes in church government
	Changes in church government
	Changes in church government
	Consider Pope Leo
	Consider Pope Leo
	Consider Pope Leo
	Consider Pope Leo
	Consider Pope Leo
	Consider Pope Leo
	Consider Pope Leo
	Vatican “Church Directory”
	Pope’s titles:
	Pope’s titles:
	Pope’s titles:
	Pope’s titles:
	Pope’s titles:
	Pope’s titles:
	Pope’s titles:
	Pope’s titles:
	Pope’s titles:
	Pope’s titles:
	Pope’s titles:
	Pope’s titles:
	Pope’s titles:
	Pope’s titles:
	Pope’s titles:
	Points for Home
	Points for Home
	Points for Home
	Points for Home
	Points for Home
	Points for Home
	Points for Home

