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Lesson 46
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Over 60 of theseOver 60 of these Lived < 50 yearsLived < 50 years
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But He did have…

My greatest personal gift? My greatest personal gift? ““I suppose it is I suppose it is 
that I have understood what I have read.that I have understood what I have read.””



Life of St. Thomas Aquinas
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Life of St. Thomas Aquinas

A town/region - not 
his name!
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Castle ruinsDad was Count Dad was Count LandulphLandulph
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Local lordLocal lordIntInt’’l Churchl Church
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Sent to Monte Sent to Monte CassinoCassino
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Then to University of NaplesThen to University of Naples
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Then to University of NaplesThen to University of Naples

““University LifeUniversity Life””

The The ““Big CityBig City””

New New ““AristotleAristotle””



The Dominicans



The Dominicans

• City Preachers 
(Who would go 
rural)



The Dominicans

• City Preachers 
(Who would go 
rural)

• Anti-possessions 
(Mendicant walkers)



The Dominicans

• City Preachers 
(Who would go 
rural)

• Anti-possessions 
(Mendicant walkers)

• Strong Academics



Thomas studies Aristotle and 
joins the Dominicans!
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Naples to Paris is a hike!

NaplesNaples

ParisParis

The family lands



Plan “A”
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Plan “A” Plan “B”
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On to ParisOn to Paris



Thomas the Student



Thomas the Student

““One day this One day this 
dumb ox will dumb ox will 

bellow doctrine bellow doctrine 
for the world!for the world!””



Thomas the Teacher



Thomas the Teacher

““WeWe’’ve got a ve got a 
problem!problem!””



Thomas the Teacher

““WeWe’’ve got to ve got to 
use our brains!use our brains!””
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God gives us:

Divine Revelation Brains





““How can you How can you 
believe in God?believe in God?””
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““How can you How can you 
believe in God?believe in God?””

““Let me give you 5 Let me give you 5 
reasonsreasons””
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5 Proofs of God

1. The unmoved mover
2. The first cause
3. Contingency of being
4. Degree of perfection
5. Design
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Metaphysics

Physics = 
Science of 

physical world



Metaphysics

Physics = 
Science of 

physical world

Metaphysics = 
Study beyond 
the physical 

world



What makes Louis a human?



What makes Louis a human?

What are “essential” and 
“accidental” characteristics?
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“Essential”

List of characteristics

“Accidental”

Arms
Hair

Thinking
Learning
Worshipping

What is the objectWhat is the object’’s purpose?s purpose?
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Points for home

1. Use your brain
2. God is truth, do not 

fear reason and 
investigation 
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Points for Home

1. Your mind matters!
• “Love the Lord your God with all your 

soul and all your mind” (Matthew 22:37)
• “Be transformed by the renewing of your 

mind.  Then you will be able to test and 
approve what God’s will is – his good, 
pleasing and perfect will” (Romans 12:2)
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Points for Home

2. God/Jesus is truth!
• “I am the way, the truth and the life. No 

one comes to the Father except through 
me.” (John 14:6)

• “Then you will know the truth and the 
truth will set you free” (John 8:32)

• “Stand firm then, with the belt of truth 
buckled around your waist” (Ephesians 
6:14)
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Points for Home

3. Use Revelation to verify reason
• “All scripture is God-breathed and is 

useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting 
and training in righteousness, so that the 
man of God may be thoroughly equipped 
for every good work. (2 Timothy 3:16)
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Points for Home

4. Let reason assist faith
• “For since the creation of the world God’s 

invisible qualities – his eternal power and 
divine nature – have been clearly seen, 
being understood from what has been 
made, so that men are without excuse.”
(Romans 1:20)
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