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Lesson 70



Jonathan Edwards
(1703 – 1758)

• Birthplace:  New 
Windsor, Connecticut

•Education : 
Home/Collegiate 
School of Connecticut 
(Yale). Entered Yale in 
1716 at the age of 13.

•He was married to 
Sarah Pierrepont





In 1726, he accepted a 
call to the Congregational 
church in Northampton to 

serve with his 
grandfather, Solomon 
Stoddard, as assistant 

pastor.  His grandfather 
was highly respected by 
his congregation as well 
as the Native Americans.  
Solomon Stoddard died 

just three years later, and 
Edwards would serve the 
congregation for twenty-

three years. 



When Edwards took over as 
pastor of the church in 

Northampton, he found the 
people’s spiritual life very dry 

and stale. Edwards began 
preaching about the absolute 

necessity for spiritual 
renewal and a passionate 

relationship with Jesus.  He 
began to see changes 

happening by around 1733.  
He began a series of 

messages on justification by 
faith in 1734, and the revival 

had begun. 





When Edwards was asked to 
leave the church in Northampton, 
he then went to work as a pastor 
to settlers and missionary to 
Indians in Stockbridge, MA.  This 
was a work that had been started 
by David Brainerd.  In 1757, He 
accepted the presidency of the 
College of New Jersey (later 
Princeton).  He died on March 22, 
1758 from complications from an 
experimental smallpox vaccine. 
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