
Church History Literacy

Baptist History #1

Lesson 81
Biblical-Literacy.com

© Copyright 2007 by W. Mark Lanier.  Permission hereby granted to reprint this document in its entirety without 
change, with reference given, and not for financial profit.



Baptist 
Quiz time:
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Southern Baptist 
Convention?
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ALL WERE!ALL WERE!

Lincoln Carter Clinton

Truman
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All were!All were!

George 
Foreman

Jim   
Brown

Eric  
Liddell



Which business was started 
by a Baptist?
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ALL!!!ALL!!!

Martin Luther 
King Jr.

Billy 
Graham

David 
Fleming
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How can all 
these be 
Baptist?

Why are 
there so 

many Baptist 
groups?



Let’s start by 
examining the 
origins of the 
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denomination
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The origins of the Baptist 
denomination
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The origins of the Baptist 
denomination

The Puritans?



The origins of the Baptist 
denomination

The Free Church movement!
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Who is society’s ruler?

I, Constantine the
Great, am your leader

in all ways. That’s
the way God made it.
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Who is 
society’s 

ruler?

I, the pope, stand between
everyone and God, so

even the king is under me.

Yeah? Well not
this king!



Who is society’s ruler?

In England, God made
me the ruler.  Period.

Over all England,
including the church.



The role of Church



God and 
heaven



God and 
heaven
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God and 
heaven

Hell



Here’s the way Thomas 
Helwys put it:

“Is it not most equal that 
men should choose their 

religion themselves, seeing 
they only must stand before 
the judgment seat of God to 

answer for themselves.”



God



God



God
But Peter himself told 
the Christians: “You 
are a chosen people, 
a royal priesthood
… that you might 

declare the praises of 
Him who called you 

out of darkness.”
(1 Pet. 2:9)
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and one mediator 
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Jesus, who gave 

himself as a ransom 
for all men.”

(1 Tim. 2:5-6)



So into this world comes John 
Smythe and Thomas Helwys
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Remember the 
Pilgrims?
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Churches see 
the need for a 

fuller 
expression to 
go with their 

independence



Churches see 
the need for a 

fuller 
expression to 
go with their 

independence

Northern Baptist Conv.

Baptist Assn of Amer.

American Bap. Assn

Bapt. Union of GB

Bapt. Union of Swed.

Assn of Regular Bapt.

Canad. Conv, of SBC

Indep. Bapt. Churches 
Conv.
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Consider the 
Baptist 

footprint:

Charles Spurgeon

William Carey

Lottie Moon



Next Week



Next Week
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Points for Home

• The Church is the body of Christ

“You are the body of Christ and 
each one of you is a part of it”

(1 Cor. 12:27)

“The body is a unit, though it is made 
up of many parts; and though the 

parts are many, they form one body. 
So it is with Christ.” (1 Cor. 12:12)



Points for Home

• Yet each man stands before God as an 
individual.



Points for Home

• Yet each man stands before God as an 
individual.

“For God so loved the world that he 
gave his only begotten Son that 
whoever believes in him should 

not perish but have everlasting life”
(John 3:16)
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• Let’s remember the importance of one 
body and keep the unity of the faith.
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Points for Home

• Let’s remember the importance of one 
body and keep the unity of the faith.

“Make every effort to keep the unity 
of the Spirit through the bond of 

peace” (Eph. 4:3)

“There is one body and one Spirit - just 
as you were called to one hope when 
you were called - one Lord, one faith, 

one baptism” (Eph. 4:4-5)
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