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47 A.D. – Asia Minor
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God calls Barnabas and Saul to the 
mission field

“Set apart for me Barnabas and 
Saul for the work to which I have 

called them.”
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The conversion of the Roman Proconsul, 
Sergius Paulus
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Why did they leave Perga and go Why did they leave Perga and go 
straight to Pisidian Antioch?straight to Pisidian Antioch?



Sergius Paulus Inscription



Cyprus

Modern Turkey

Black Sea

Mediterranean Sea

Antioch

Jerusalem

Salamis
Paphos

Perga

Pisidan Antioch

Paul’s First 
Missionary 
Journey



Let me tell you about these people



Let me tell you about these people



Let me tell you about these people

Celts 
from 
Gaul



Let me tell you about these people

Celts 
from 
Gaul



Cyprus

Modern Turkey

Black Sea

Mediterranean Sea

Antioch

Jerusalem

Salamis
Paphos

Perga

Pisidan Antioch

Paul’s First 
Missionary 
Journey



Cyprus

Modern Turkey

Black Sea

Mediterranean Sea

Antioch

Jerusalem

Salamis
Paphos

Perga

Pisidan Antioch

Paul’s First 
Missionary 
Journey

GaulaGrecians

GaulaGrecians



Cyprus

Modern Turkey

Black Sea

Mediterranean Sea

Antioch

Jerusalem

Salamis
Paphos

Perga

Pisidan Antioch

Paul’s First 
Missionary 
Journey

GaulaGrecians

GaulaGrecians

Resettled Jews

Resettled Jews



Resettled Jews

move 2,000 Jewish families into 
the region “because of their 

piety towards God, and 
because I know that…they are 
faithful, and with eagerness do 
what they are desired to do.”
Antiochus III (“The Great”) 
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Paul and Barnabas arrive and Paul and Barnabas arrive and ““on on 
the Sabbath day, they went into the Sabbath day, they went into 
the synagogue and sat down.the synagogue and sat down.””
Acts 13:13Acts 13:13--5252
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“They love the most important 
seats in the synagogues” Mt 23:6



The closet 
held the 
scripture 
scrolls



The “bema” held a desk for 
reading and preaching



Service starts with the “Shema”



Service starts with the “Shema”

““Hear, O Israel, the Lord your God Hear, O Israel, the Lord your God 
is one Godis one God”” Dt. 6:4Dt. 6:4



More standing prayers by a leader 
with congregational “Amens!”

““Whenever you stand praying, Whenever you stand praying, 
forgive, if you have anything forgive, if you have anything 
against anyone.against anyone.”” Mk 11:25Mk 11:25



A “Torah” reading and a prophets 
reading

Jesus Jesus ““stoodstood”” and read the and read the 
prophet section in Luke 4:16prophet section in Luke 4:16



A sermon/teaching followed on 
the scripture

Assigned out to a qualified Assigned out to a qualified 
attendee by the Synagogue rulerattendee by the Synagogue ruler



Acts 13

Paul and Barnabas “came 
to Antioch in Pisidia. And 
on the Sabbath day they 
went into the synagogue 

and sat down.”



Acts 13

“After the reading from the 
Law and the Prophets, the 

rulers of the synagogue sent 
a message to them, saying, 
“Brothers, if you have any 

word of encouragement for 
the people, say it.”



Paul speaks

“Men of Israel, 
and you who 

fear God, 
listen...”

(Acts 13:16)



Paul speaks

“Look, you scoffers, be 
astounded and perish; 
for I am doing a work in 
your days, a work that 
you will not believe, 
even if one tells it to 

you ”
(Acts 13:41)



Points for Home

1. God prepares the mission field



God works in the here and now

Sunday 
March 16
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God uses His people to perform His 
mission

“How are they to believe in him of whom they 
have never heard? 

And how are they to hear without someone 
preaching? 

And how are they to preach unless they are 
sent?

(Rom. 10:14‐15)



Danny and Vanessa Beams
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Danny and Vanessa Beams
MeetMeet Danny and Vanessa BeamsDanny and Vanessa Beams

And Pray for them!
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