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Watch out for the “transitive 
theory of Bible interpretation!”

Transitive 
theory:

If A = B

And B = C

Then A = C

Jesus: “whoever says, 
‘You fool’ will be liable to 

the hell of fire”

Paul says “you fool” in 
Romans, 1 Cor, 2 Cor.

Therefore Paul is going to 
Hell
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apostolos – “one sent out”

1 Kings 14:6, “But when Ahijah
heard the sound of her feet, as 

she came in at the door, he 
said, ‘Come in, wife of 

Jeroboam.  Why do you 
pretend to be another? For I 
am charged [apostolos] with 

unbearable news for you.”
Greek Old 
Testament
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Titus is my partner and fellow 
worker, our brothers are 
representatives [apostolos] of 
the churches – 2 Cor. 8:23



apostolos – “one sent out”

• Jesus chooses 12 disciples 
as apostles (Mt 10:2; Lk 6:13)

Greek New 
Testament

• Representative / envoy 
“missionary”
• Jesus is an “apostle” (Heb 
3:1) 



Points of Today:

Become better Bible students

Become more confident in our study

Become more grounded in our faith



What “kind” of an apostle 
was Paul?



What “kind” of an apostle 
was Paul?

Paul was an apostle like 
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• Paul was an eyewitness to 
the resurrected Christ (Acts)

• Paul doesn’t boast of it, but 
plainly says it
• 12 apostles for 12 tribes, 
Paul for the Gentiles
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Points for 
Home

“Your word is a lamp to my 
feet and a light to my path”

Let’s be serious Bible students!
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Pages 160 – 187
• Church Extension in 
Cypress and Asia Minor

• The Gentile Problem



Points For 
Home

Our church is built on 
firm authority of 

eyewitnesses to the 
resurrected Jesus
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“If Christ has not been 
raised … we are of all 
people most to be 
pitied”

“But in fact Christ has 
been raised from the 
dead … so all in Christ 
shall be made alive!”
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