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Patron Saint of 
Lost Causes
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“Brother of James”
(1:1)

Speaks as if Not an 
Apostle (1:17)

Brother of Jesus 
(Mt 13:55)

Interesting History 
of Grandchildren
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In Earliest Canons

Disputed Later 
Because it Uses 

Non-Biblical 
Material



“To those who 
have been called, 
who are loved by 
God the Father 

and kept by Jesus 
Christ” (1:1)



Occasion:

To confront the 
same type heresy 

as 2 Peter



Greeting:

Mercy, peace and 
love be yours in 
abundance (2)



“Contend for the 
faith that was once 
for all entrusted to 

the saints” (3)
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Heresies:

(2) Denial of Jesus 
as Sovereign 

Lord

Body - Bad!

Spirit - Good



“License to sin”
mentality 

diminishes the 
person and work 

of Christ



Egypt



Fallen Angels



Sodom Gomorrah



“In the same way, these 
[“anything goes”] 

dreamers pollute their 
own bodies, reject 

authority and slander 
celestial beings” (8)



“Even the archangel 
Michael … disputing 

with the devil … did not 
dare to bring a 

slanderous accusation 
against him.” (9)



“They have taken the 
way of Cain” (11)



“They have rushed for 
profit into Balaam’s 

error” (11)



“They have been 
destroyed in Korah’s

rebellion” (11)
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“These men are 
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“These men are 
blemishes at your love 

feasts” (12)

“Autumn trees, without 
fruit and uprooted --

twice dead” (12)



“These men are 
blemishes at your love 

feasts” (12)

“Wild waves … foaming 
up their shame” (12)



“These men are 
blemishes at your love 

feasts” (12)

“”Wondering stars, for 
whom blackest 

darkness has been 
reserved forever” (12)



“Enoch, the seventh 
from  Adam prophesied 

about these men …”
(14-16)



“Remember what the 
apostles told you …”

(17)
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Points for Home:

• Build yourselves 
up in faith
• Keep yourselves in 
God’s love
• Be merciful to 
those who doubt



Doxology
To him who is able to 
keep you from falling 
and to present you 
before his glorious 

presence without fault 
and with great joy- to the 
only God ou Savior be 
glory, majesty, power 
and authority, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, 
berfore all ages, now 

and forevermore! Amen
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